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Dear Friends,

As you will see in this report, your support in 2016 made a huge impact. 
From serving victims of sexual exploitation to expanding our services in 
rural Whatcom County, this has been a vital year in our work to end 
domestic violence, sexual assault and sexual exploitation. 
One of our clients this year wrote in a program survey: 
This is a place of rest, love, acceptance, respect, peace, and a new start.
With your help, this woman and 2,508 other survivors of domestic violence, 
sexual assault, and sexual exploitation in our county were not alone when 
they needed support. Because you invest in this work we can provide 
thousands of new starts to people in need every year. 
DVSAS belongs to you and to all of us in Whatcom County. I can’t thank you enough for taking care of the 
community we share. We continue to grow and meet the needs of survivors because you believe in our 
powerful vision: 
A safe, equitable community, free from the oppressions that lead to gender-based violence, where all 
individuals feel valued and respected. 
We have accomplished so much and together we will continue to accomplish so much more!   

LETTER FROM KAREN BURKE

DVSAS MISSION
We support individuals affected by domestic violence, sexual assault, and commercial sexual exploitation and 
lead the community towards ending these abuses of power.
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I’ve been a supporter of DVSAS for many years, donating the “99 Bottles of Beer” to the 
auction and encouraging friends to join in as attendees, donors, and more.  Joining the Board 
of Directors has been a tremendous honor and has allowed me to help the organization even 
more, through outreach of prospective supporters and friends just learning of all the good 
DVSAS does. 
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In 2016, these volunteers generously donated their time, helping
thousands of survivors. Volunteers are the foundation of DVSAS. 
Volunteer advocacy counselors, board members, and office 
assistants allow DVSAS to provide confidential services 24-hours a 
day, free of charge. 

Alan Alatorre
Amber Rishor
Ann Bernsten

Ann MacDonald
Annarose Krug

Annie Rojas
Ashley Hill

Ashley Lynes
Autumn Simmons

Brea Thomas
Britton Tatro

Catherine Witney
Chloe Merino

Cindy Burroughs
Clarisa Sandoval

Dori Dibble
Esther Faber

Garrison Whaley-Sharp
Hailey Hurst-Lozano

Hannah Knechtel
Isabella Ramos Miller

Janee Vlach
Hilary Susnar

Jessie Bullough
Jonathan Starkovick

Jonya Hamilton
Justine Dombrowski
June Fraser Thistle

Karla Ramsey
Kasey Vanderpol
Kayla Christiani
Kelsey Brown

Kevin Lee
Kim Laskey

Kimberly Butorac
Kristin Anderson

Kristen Blok
Kyle William Brown

Lynne Castle
Madeline Randazzo

Maggie Wilson
Marion Jewell
Martin Prado

Mattie Bly
Micah Hurtt

Morgan Silcilia

Sheila Browne
Simon Grant
Simone Mack
Sophii Warner
Sue Rodgers
Tess O'Reilly
Thea Nauss

Tiffinay McGeathey
Tina North

Valerie Streets
Yuki Matsukura

Pam Hunnicutt
Rachel Gold

Rachel Ramondetta
Rebecca Moore

Rochelle Robinson
Rosie Morrow-Okon
Sangeeta Parulekar

Sarah Starrett
Seneca Erwin
Shanda Strong
Shannon Jack

2016 VOLUNTEERS



DVSAS SERVICES

Services are available for anyone impacted 
by domestic violence, sexual assault, or 
commercial sexual exploitation. 

Thanks to your generous contributions, 
we are able to provide these services free 
of charge.

•24-hour helpline services
•Support center walk-in services (9am-5pm)
•24-hour emergency room support 

Immediate Help

•Advocacy based counseling
•Legal advocacy
•Support groups

Ongoing Support

•Safe, confidential shelter 
•Homelessness prevention services
•Housing case management 

Safe Housing 

•School prevention programs
•Community education presentations
•Professional trainings 

Education and Training

•24-hour helpline services
•Support center walk-in services (9am-5pm)
•24-hour emergency room support 

Immediate Help

•Advocacy based counseling
•Legal advocacy
•Support groups

Ongoing Support

•Safe, confidential shelter 
•Homelessness prevention services
•Housing case management 

Safe Housing 

•School prevention programs
•Community education presentations
•Professional trainings 

Education and Training

“I am so incredibly grateful for these 
programs. You have helped me 

immensely through counseling, referrals, 
and support groups. Thank you so much 

for everything.”
-DVSAS Client



▪ Staff and volunteers answered 2,596 helpline calls in 2016. 

▪ Advocates supported 99 clients at their forensic exam following 
a sexual assault or domestic violence incident, which is a 68% 
increase over the past 2 years. Clients report that they feel 
more comfortable and clear about their choices when an 
advocate is present. 

▪ We strengthened our work with law enforcement to ensure the 
safety of clients who are in high risk danger situations. If a law 
enforcement officer determines that a victim is high risk, they will 
contact an advocate right away to provide crisis intervention and 
safety plan.    

I feel that this is a safe place for me. 
I’m in the process of leaving my abusive 
ex-boyfriend who I have children with and 
I would be very lost without DVSAS. Thank 
you.			                -A, age 28

DVSAS SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

84% of clients report that they know more ways to plan for their health and safety after receiving DVSAS services.

Highlights:

Immediate help is available at DVSAS 24 hours a day, 7 days a 
week. Anyone can call the helpline and talk to a trained advocacy 
counselor and can also drop into the support center M-F 9am-
5pm to get in-person services. Advocacy counselors respond 
24/7 to the hospital for forensic exams and to calls from law 
enforcement officers on scene to help the victim with crisis 
intervention and safety planning.  

Immediate Help



Thank you for empowering me when I 
was at my lowest. They gave me hope 
when I thought I had lost it all. I am 
forever grateful for these advocates.

-C, age 42

DVSAS support to survivors never ends. Legal advocacy, 
advocacy counseling and support groups are available to 
clients on a regular, ongoing basis for as long as they need.  
These sessions are strength and empowerment-based and 
include emotional support, legal information, on-going safety 
planning, identifying coping skills, problem solving, and referrals 
to other community resources. 

DVSAS SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

After receiving ongoing support from DVSAS, 93% of clients report that they know the abuse was not their fault. 

Highlights:
▪ DVSAS provided 6,597 hours of individual advocacy counseling.
▪ 491 adults, teens, and children attended our support groups. 
These support groups give clients a chance to connect with other 
survivors, heal from trauma and receive the needed tools to move 
forward to a healthy life. 

Ongoing Support

▪ Advocates provided 986 hours of legal advocacy to clients in 
2016. Navigating the legal system can be stressful for anyone, but 
it can be even more stressful after a traumatic event. Advocates              
accompany clients to court hearings and assist with protection     
order petitions. Without your generous donations, clients would 
have to navigate the legal waters alone. Your support ensures they 
don’t have to.



DVSAS provides safe, confidential shelter for individuals and 
families who are homeless due to domestic violence. Clients are 
able to stay for 90 days and have access to Safe Housing 
Advocates 24-hours a day for advocacy and support. 
During their stay at the shelter, clients work on building self-
sufficiency skills, attaining permanent housing and getting 
connected to other helpful resources in the city. These all 
contribute to successful transitions out of shelter and into life 
free from abuse. 
 

 I am forever grateful for this safe home 
and sense of community. I could not have 
imagined a better place to be during this 
transition in our life. 
                                                        -K, age 37

DVSAS SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

After staying at the safe shelter, 93% of clients reported that they feel more hopeful about the future.  

Highlights:

Safe Housing

▪ 137 individuals and families found immediate safety in 2016. 
Emergency shelter and transitional housing continue to be the 
most urgent unmet needs for domestic violence survivors. 
▪ Along with Safe Housing Advocates, shelter clients also met with 
Housing Case Managers from Lydia Place, a partner organization, 
to help them locate permanent housing options for after they 
leave the shelter.
▪ 75% of safe housing clients moved into permanent or 
supportive transitional housing after leaving the shelter.



DVSAS offers trainings and education at schools, community 
groups, and businesses on domestic violence, sexual assault, 
and commercial sexual exploitation. Education, awareness and 
training is a positive step towards preventing domestic and sexual 
violence and empowers victims to find help. 

▪ Our Prevention Education Specialist provided 94 
presentations of The Empowerment Project to over 1,398 youth 
participants. The Empowerment Project is a three-day prevention 
program for middle and high school students and youth 
organizations. It is designed to help youth understand the 
dynamics of abusive and healthy relationships, explore consent, 
develop empathy, and confidence in setting boundaries.  
▪ DVSAS, The DV Commission, and the Ferndale School District 
completed a three-year grant called STEP (Services, Training, 
Education, and Policies), which addressed dating violence, 
domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking in secondary 
schools.  

These presentations were super helpful. I 
learned a lot about what a healthy 
relationship looks like and what to do 
if I am in an unhealthy one.
                      -Ferndale High School Student

DVSAS SERVICE HIGHLIGHTS

After participating in The Empowerment Project, 95% of students believe that no one deserves to be abused or 
assaulted - no matter what.

Highlights:

Education 
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100% of clients report they will come back to DVSAS if needed. 

Contacts by Service Type

▪ In 2016, we served a total of 2,509 clients.	      ▪ DVSAS provided 13,148 hours of service in 2016--a 8% 
					                          increase from 2015.

▪ Advocates document not only how many hours they spend with clients but how often clients contact DVSAS 
for support. 

Highlights:
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Total

Cash and cash equivalents $305,084

Grants and pledges 
receivable

 $189,759

Endowment $1,285,230
Property and 

equipment, net
$1,177,240

Other Assets $5,799
Total Assets $2,963,112

Accounts payable $32,547
Accrued liabilities $81,782

Note payable $258,038
Total Liabilities $372,367

For a family or individual experiencing the chaos and fear of violence, nothing feels safer than stability. 

2016 FINANCIALS
Thanks to diversified funding, a healthy endowment, 
and rigorous accounting practices, our community 
can count on DVSAS to support victims and 
survivors for many, many years to come. 



85% -
Program and
Services

13% -
General
Admin

2% -
Fundraising
Activities

55% - Government Grants

15% - Corporate and
Foundation Contributions
10% - Special Events

3% - Individual Donations

7% - Commercial Rental
Income
4% - Endowment Income

6% - Interest, Fees, Misc

Revenues 

Expenses

2016 Budget 

 Total Revenues: $1,455,672
 Total Expenses: $1,455,672

Learn more about our 
financials at www.dvsas.org 



VICTORY OVER VIOLENCE

TOURNAMENT OF HOPE GOLF CLASSIC

HANDS FOR HOPE AUCTION & GALA
365 of our wonderful supporters attended our premier 
fundraising event. The 2016 auction was our most successful 
yet and grossed $117,000. That is a 26% increase from the 
previous year!

21 recreational and competitive teams competed for titles, 
prizes, and bragging rights in our tournament last year. This 
fun event raised over $7,000. It is quickly becoming known as 
Whatcom County’s Most Fun Golf Event!

Our 2016 annual spring luncheon brought together over 200 
guests, DVSAS volunteers, and community leaders to celebrate        
Victory Over Violence. We were honored to have Linda Quinn,          
Superintendent of Ferndale School District, as our keynote 
speaker. The prestigious Kathleen Marshall Award was 
presented to Pastor Bobbi Virta of United Church of Ferndale.   

SPECIAL EVENTS



HANDS FOR HOPE AUCTION SPONSORS

TOURNAMENT OF HOPE SPONSORS

VICTORY OVER VIOLENCE SPONSORS
$1000 +
Sanitary Service Company
Deborah Loober, CPA

$1000 +
Hilton’s Shoes
Ram Construction
Rice Insurance
Trans Ocean

$1000 +
Barron Smith Daugert
Metcalf Hodges
Northshore Vet
Peoples Bank

Phillips 66 Ferndale Refinery
Rice Insurance
Sanitary Service Company (SSC)

$500 +
Belcher Swanson Law
Bluebird Social Media
CSS Integration & Comm
Freeland & Associates

IMCO Construction
Marlin Engineering
WECU

$500 +
Belcher Swanson Law Firm
Security Solutions

Yorkston Oil 
SPIE

$500 +
A-1 Shredding
Bank of Pacific
Barkley Company 
Caliber Home Loans

Chicago Title 
Country Financial
NDE Technology
Yorkston Oil

$250+
EXP Realty
Faithlife 
Massage Envy
RMC Architects

Superfeet Doug Foster Group
Massage Envy
RMC Architects
Sandoval Designs



$10,000 + 
Access Freedon
Norcliffe Foundation
Northwest Children’s Fund 
Superfeet 
United Way

$5,000 - $9,999
Jerry H. Walton Foundation		
	
$1,000 - $4,999
Bellingham Bay Rotary Club
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Christ The King Church 
Coppinger Carter, P.S.
Family Care Network
Harrington-Schiff Foundation
Kristin - Kendrick Foundation
Thomas & Martina Horn Foundation
Tucker Family Foundation
Women’s Professional Network

$100- $999
Bellingham Appraisal Services
Bellingham Harborview Lions Club
The Black Drop Coffee House
City of Seattle Combined Charities
Cosmos Cafe & Catering LLC
Kroger
Make.Shift
North Sound Democratic Club
Northwest Propane
Son-Rise Property Management
Sunnyland Properties
Vanderpol Realty
Whatcom County Knitting Guild
Women of Immanuel Lutheran Church
WWU-Peer Health Counselors

THANK YOU TO THE MANY 
INDIVIDUALS, 
BUSINESSES, 

COMMUNITY GROUPS, 
& FOUNDATIONS 
HELPING TO END 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE, 
SEXUAL ASSAULT, 

& COMMERCIAL SEXUAL 
EXPLOITATION. 

BUSINESS AND FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS



$2500 +
Ashley & Brandon Waldron
Brent Moa
Cathy Hayward-Hughes
Dorothy Banister
Jeff Callender
Jim Bjerke
Keith & Jodi Wallace
Lynette & Kurt Ziegler
Randy Cantrell
Tom & Krista Penn

Claudia Murphy
Corenia & Kevin Murphy
Daniel & Mary North
Diane & Dave Trough
Dorlene & George Root
Em Derenne & Matt Bain
Emily Omdal & Peter Omdal
Flo Simon
James Hooper
Jennifer Wright
John & Karen Fasler
John & Judith Corliss
Jono Manion
Judith & Jim Woods
Katie Olvera
Ken Henna
Kristin Anderson & Paul Sterling
Linda Zemler
Marlene & Randy Van Beek
Mary Pat & Joel Thuma
Maryann Renzi & Thomas Piasecki
Olivia Burkland
Pam Hunnicutt & Larry Feeney
Paula Stokes
Pete Dworkin
Phyllis Graham

Karen Burke &  Paula French
Kelli Linville & Will Roehl
Kevin Pike
Kimberly Barron
Kjell & Manca Valum
Kristen Barron
Kristi Tyran
Laura Livingston
Leonard Habig
Lindsay & Martin Spencer
Lisa Holleman
Marcy Hipskind
Mary Ann & Buzz Ostlund
Melissa Beal
Michael Gish
Michael Lilliquist
Mike & Barbara Ryan
Nellie Gerdrum
Pamela Englett
Randall Pearson
Riannon Bardsley
Rodd & Jane Pemble
Sally Poorman
Shelby & Lance Hein
Stewart Ellison
Wendy Owen

Rebecca Butler
Richard & Roz Spitzer
Sarah & Steve Rydman
Scott & Didi Alspaugh
Sheila & Rutherford Browne
Suzannah Gusukuma
Tina Cummings & Clark Parrish

$500-$999
Annie & Chris Sorich
Anthony & Judy Ranallo
Cherrelyn Seegers
Chris & Sally Quinn
Darlene Peterson
David & Linda Blackwell
Gage & Peter Ruffatto
George & Cathie Cobean
Hart Hodges & Denise Dudley
Ian Christensen
James Harris & Jackie VanZwol
Jenn Mason & Mike Estes
Jennifer Ryan
Jo Drake
Joel & Mary Pat Thuma
Joey Crahan
Karen Shorten

$1000- $2499
Abby & Brandon Yates
Alma & Mark Thoma
Andy Clay
Andy Jennings
Angela & Ryan Anderson
Anneliese Dompe
Barbara & Mike Ryan
Bob & Marley Ann Koll
Bob & Kirstin Curtis
Chantee & Nick Ziemkoski
Cheri & Pat Malara
Chris Josephson
Christoph & Geraldine Reitz

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS



$100-$499
Abby & Matt Mobley
Ada Allen
Alan Kemble & Sally Albers
Alden Quimby
Allison Williams
Allison Harris
Amy & Ken Mann
Amy McIlvaine
Amy Kraham
Andrea Peterson
Andrew Moquin
Andy & Maureen Skipton
Angela Cuevas
Ann & Vance Medina
Ann Reading
Anna Thornton
Anna & Clyde Williams
Anna & Rudy VanRy
Anthony Ashe
Arlane Olson & Angelo Zopolos
Audrey Brown
Barb Thomas
Barbara Zatrine
Ben McKinney & Elizabeth Watt
Beth & Bo McGinty
Bill & Jan Polinkus
Bobbi Virta
Bonnie Litorja

Brandon Bork & Diana Bristol
Brenda & John Riseland
Bruce & Becki Van Glubt
Caitlin Walker
Cami Powell
Caroline Tucker
Carolyn Waldo
Cassandra Sparks
Chris & Guy Smith
Christian Christensen
Christina Wallin
Chuck & Johanna Snyder
Chuck & Colleen Reynolds
Clyde Ford
Colby Stensland
Cynthia May
Daniel & Deborah Raas
David & Andrea Doll
David Freeman
David Henken
Deanna Kenney
Denise Fischer
Destiny Kilmer
Dona Bracke
Donald & Karen Berry
Donna Ingram
Edward Metz
Erik Dyrland
Eileen McCracken

We are so grateful for your generous gifts!INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS
Elizabeth & Marc Weinstein
Eric Richey & Quenby Peterson
Ethelyn Payne
Frances Barbagallo
Gary Grahn
Gary & Lita Breiwick
Glenn Sanford
Grant Lamothe
Heather Whitaker
Heather & James Erb
Ian Weydert
Jamie Shea
Jana Schmella 
Jeanette Morse
Jeff Fletcher
Jeffrey & Sarah Fairchild
Jennie Sheaffer
Jen Sandoval
Jessica & Mike Good
Jessica Matheson
Jessica Lambert
Jill Vanderyacht
Joanne & Thomas Manion
John Ernest
John & Cheryl Macpherson
John Dudley
John Sitkin
John & Kathryn Whitmer
Joseph Kirner

Jozef Bosman & Fred 
Kamperman
Judy Ask
Judy & Dennis Lewis
Juli Irish & Sam Slee
Juli & Keith Lucke
Julie Carpenter
Julie Farrow Humphreys & 
Stan Humphreys
June Fraser-Thistle &
Jeffrey Thistle
Kacey Alleman
Kate Baker
Katherine McDade
Kathleen Rich
Kathy & Mark Buford
Keith Arnzen
Ken Enslow
Ken & Regan Levinson
Kent O’Neil
Kevin Simon
Kim Kuchenbecker
Kirsten & Allen Pack
Kirstin & Bob Curtis
Kirstin Hunt
Kristi & Greg Nason
Kulia Vasconcellos
Laurie Bertsche
Leslie & Bill McRoberts



$100-$499 
Linda Quinn
Linda Blackwell
Linda & Ruben Valle
Linda S. Lancaster
Lisa Carter
Liz Darrow
Liz Gallery
Lora Sherman
Lorean Serko
Lynnea Smoya
Mark & Deborah Lackey
Mark & Bev Bergsma
Mark French
Marta & Gary Hand
Martha Lopez
Mary Briggs
Mary Pat Beard
Marybeth Spector
Matt Hinz & Kate Kershner
Meghan Hoglund
Melissa Talbot
Melissa & Alex Lacki
Michael McGowan
Michael Titus
Michael Mcnulty
Mick Cunningham
Mike & Nancy Knapp
Morgan Sicilia

Sharon Kingsley
Sheldon Satterthwaite
Sonja Trecker 
Stephanie Artino
Stephanie Barney
Sue & Del Stremler
Sue Ann & Larry Croft
Tasha Kroon
Teresa Williams
Teresa Flinn
Terrance Lewis
Terrance Ellison
Terri McManus
Terry Lewis & Margot Wilson
Thomas & Claudia Abbott

Mylissa & Geoff Bode
Nancy Garrett
Nancy & Matt Stothart
Nancy Joseph
Nina & Ben Denson
Pam Laughlin
Paula Kobos & Terry Hinz
Pauline Renick
R.M. Winchip
Rachel Saifi
Renay Daniels
Renee Firos
Rhonda Royle
Ria VanWeerdhuizen
Robert Gibb
Robert Hicks & Debra Smith-Hicks
Robert Marshall & Elizabeth Pernotto
Roger & Rebekah Sharf
Ryan Hunnicutt
Sally Albers & Alan Kemble
Samantha Golden
Sandy Wolf
Sarah Mackay
Scott Lipp
Scott Sandeno
Sean & Nikki Crisp
Shala Look
Shane & Brandi Brady
Shanna Tennyson

Thomas & Linda Smoucha
Tiffany Bergsma-Evans
Tim & Bertha Creelman
Tim Knell
Timothy Dickerson
TJ Tipton
Tally Rabatin
Toby Ledgerwood 
Trevor Vander Veen
Vance & Ann Medina
Virginia Gonzalez
Wendy & Chris Powell
William Kern
Wyoming McKenzie

Violence prevention begins with you.INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS



1407 Commercial Street
Bellingham WA 98225
Business Line: 360.671.5714
Fax: 360.647.6015


