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Whatcom Center for Early Learning

ROARING 205
GALA & AUCTION

TONIGHT'S PROGRAM

e 4:30 - 6:00 - Games & Social hour
e 4:15 - Dinner service

 7:00 - Program with live auction
e 8:00 - Dessert dash
e 9:00 - Thank you and goodnight!




WeLCOMme

Thank you for joining us this evening!

In the last year, the number of children with disabilities and
developmental delays being served by WCEL's early support
program grew by more than 20%. This means more than 300
children and their caregivers are receiving services each
month, in addition to the hundreds of children and families
being served by our early learning program.

The 0-3 age range presents a unique window of opportunity
for growth as 85% of brain development occurs in this period.
Supports offered to young brains can create enormous positive
benefits in a child’s future.

Early Support services often produce phenomenal outcomes
that cannot be quantified in dollars because they are far more
valuable than that, these include higher self-esteem, improved
well-being for families, and deeper, more connected
relationships between caregivers and their children.

We have focused this year, particularly, on improving our
systems to better serve families experiencing language
barriers.

We are here tonight to celebrate the impact of this important
work and dedicate ourselves to this mission and vision - we
cannot do this work without your support!

Thank you for being a part of Whatcom Center’s family!

Sincerely,
Sierra James, WCEL Executive Director



OUR MISSION

WCEL partners with families to provide high-quality,

equitable, and comprehensive therapy and support services
to children experiencing developmental delays and/or
disabilities.

OUR UISION

WCEL's vision is an equitable society where children with
disabilities and their families thrive, experience meaningful
connections, and have a deep understanding of their
strengths and needs.

ANNE BROWN

In 1956, Anne moved to Bellingham with her
husband and children. She was hired by the
Whatcom County Health Department as a

public health nurse, and when the ‘Education
for All' legislation passed in the early 1970s,
Anne helped to create the special education
preschool program in our local schools. Her
work then turned to focus on children 0-3
years old with disabilities and developmental
delays.

Anne’s approach was to go into a family’s
home and sit with the children on the floor,
talking with parents, listening to their

experiences, and helping them to create
strategies to build new skills. That philosophy
still resonates in WCEL's programs today.



2023 WCEL STATS

2023 was an amazing year of growth. Here is a glimpse of
what our incredible staff provided:

9420

total Early Support visits in
Whatcom County

200

children & families enrolled
in our Early Learning program

500

children & families served monthly
in our Early Support program

Early Learning classes offered
across the county

As we celebrate this evening, we invite
guests to engage with their tablemates
with the question - why is the mission and
vision of WCEL important to you?



BECOME A
CHANGEMAHER!

For as little as $10 a month, you can be a WCEL
Changemaker! We are looking for a passionate
and committed group of monthly donors who share
WCEL's vision for an equitable society where
children with disabilities and their families thrive,
experience meaningful connections, and have a
deep understanding of their strengths and needs.

Support kids long all year long! Scan the QR code
for more info about this program.

SAUE THE DATE!
N Tuespay Tunes

Join us at this free summer concert on the
Barkley Village Green featuring Bilongo

August 27,2024 | 6-8pm
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STAFF

Our staff are passionate, skilled, and dedicated. They are

the reason WCEL is able to impact so many children's lives.
Thank you for all that you do!

€ARLY LEARNING PROGRAM TEAM

Aki Yada

Anna Brim

Anne Moore
Courtney Hunter

Mary Melloh
Mayumi Paluh
Michael Haycock
Susan Hemingson

€ARLY SUPPORT PROGRAM T€AM

Alex Bruce

Alex Kypuros
Alis Tortorelli
Amelia Bacon
Andrés Sierra
Ariel Soria
Becky Kendall
Beverly Pressey
Britta Hensley
Bryn Burge
Carolyn Whipple
Christine Wasserman
Chuan Kuzin
Coco Breen
Elvira Mares
Emily McDonald
Grace Christie
Jennifer Enger

Jennifer Kurtz
Julia Renner
Kayla Gagnon
Kris Buettner
Kristin Clements
Lauren Sanderson
Liz Steensland
Lydia Lyndahl
Madeline Hunt
Mattea Beeson
Megan Jefferies
Megan Stewart
Moani Nacion
Sarah Robinson Dudley
Stephanie Fischer
Tasha Farabee
Torrance Nelson



STAFF

ADMINISTRATIUE T€AM

Ann-Marie Sather
Ella Sherburne
Erin Malone
Gabriela Cardona
Heidi Sechrengost
Helena Schilling

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Andy Wheeler

Carmela Carrasco
Christine Biernacki
Dani Harris

Darcie Donegan

Gabriela Montenegro

Imanat Kang

Kellie Ehrhardt

Mae Gagnon

Sierra James
Stephanie Schmitt
Xavier Cano-Pedroza

Jessica Staten
Julie Mauermann
Ken Bronstein
Matt Hoogestraat
Stevona Burks




THANR YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS!
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THANR YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS!
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GAMES

Classic heads or tails game played during dinner service for
those who purchased a blue necklace: last one in the game

wins $500 CASH!

Find one of the lucky red cards and win a mystery gift card!

Simply drop a disc and watch it bounce from peg to peg
until it lands in a slot then collect your prize. Everyone'’s a
winner, every time!

Purchase raffle ticket and enter it into one of our raffles!
Winners will be announced throughout dinner and program.

CHECROUT INFO

e All items are sold "as-is" and all sales are final.

e All purchases will be made using the credit card
associated with your bidder number unless otherwise
agreed upon at check-in. Credit cards will be charged
on Monday, June 3, 2024 by 5pm. Receipts will be sent
at that time to the email address you provided.

¢ No need to check out at the end of evening but if you
have any questions, please visit the table next to the
stage, or email eventsewcel.net



LIU€ AUCTION

Tired of deciding what to have for lunch or dinner? Let us
take care of that with this delicious package! Enjoy free
burgers for a year from The Filling Station and free BLTs and
Reubens from Avenue Bread.

Whether you're in the mood for a great burger, the classic
flavors of a Reuben, or the simplicity of a BLT, we've got you
covered. Don't miss out on this mouthwatering opportunity to
simplify your meal planning and enjoy these tasty treats for
an entire year!

Restrictions: Redeemable once per month per item

Package Value: $471
Donated by: Avenue Bread & The Filling Station

Indulge you and your partner with a delightful staycation in
Fairhaven! This luxurious package includes a one-night stay
in a Deluxe Full View King room at the Chrysalis Inn & Spa,

complete with two 60-minute Swedish massages.

As an added bonus, you'll also receive a $50 gift card to "lt's
the Sweet Things" so you can pick up a sweet treat for your
evening.

Don't miss the chance to pamper yourself with a staycation
experience that will leave you both feeling refreshed and
revitalized!

Package Value: $550
Donated by: Chrysalis Inn & Spa and It’s the Sweet Things



LIU€ AUCTION

Experience the ultimate getaway with this luxurious 7-day
oceanview cruise for two to Mexico or the Caribbean!

Indulge in gourmet dining, exciting onboard activities, and
stunning ocean views as you cruise to exotic destinations.
Whether you choose to explore the vibrant culture of the
Mexican Riviera or relax on the pristine beaches of the
private island, Half Moon Bay in the Caribbean, this cruise
promises to be the trip of a lifetime.

Restrictions: Strictly for cruise only. Does not include taxes,
onboard charges, shore excursions or hotel service charges.

Package Value: $1,400
Donated By: Holland Cruise America

Ben's unique perspective on our local landscape!

This 36"x48" original acrylic on canvas arrives almost
finished, and then is ready to customize to the wishes of the
winning bidder.

He includes one additional ‘Mann Hour' for personalizing the
composition back in his Fairhaven studio - add your friends
and family, or a favorite pet or item!

Package Value: $1,500
Donated by: Ben Mann



LIU€ AUCTION

Immerse yourself in the captivating world of classical music
with these two 2024-2025 season passes to the Bellingham
Symphony Orchestral

Enjoy a series of concerts featuring world-class musicians,
inspired performances, and unforgettable musical moments.

Package Value: $614

Donated by: Bellingham Symphony Orchestra

Take the stress out of your grocery shopping with this $250
gift card to your favorite Haggen location!

Whether you're stocking up on pantry staples, treating
yourself to gourmet goodies, or planning a special meal, this
gift card will make your shopping experience a breeze.

Package Value: $250
Donated by: Haggen




LIU€ AUCTION

Escape to paradise on a dreamy all-inclusive getaway
designed for you and a special someone.

Choose from five exquisite destinations: Puerto Plata in the
Dominican Republic, Puerto Morelos, Cancun, Mazatlan, or
Cozumel in Mexico, and revel in a five-night escape that
promises unforgettable moments. From thrilling snorkeling
adventures to intfimate rooftop bar experiences, indulge in a
diverse range of activities, all complemented by delectable
meals!

Includes:
 5-night stay in standard suite in a luxury beach resort
e 1 bedroom & 1 bathroom
e Unlimited food and beverages options, including alcoholic
beverages

Restrictions:
« 18 years or older
o Blackout dates: Thanksgiving, Christmas, & New Years week
« Good for 2 years from date of purchase
 Resort fees and taxes are not included and vary by location

Package Value: $2,500



LIU€ AUCTION

#8 - Purple Pizzazz Painting

A collaboration between the children in WCEL's Monday
morning class and our Executive Director, Sierra! This one-of-
a-kind acrylic on canvas art piece is sure to brighten any
room or office - made with tiny hands and lots of heart!

Package Value: Priceless
Donated by: WCEL

FUND A FUTURE

because you believe in providing high-quality in-home visiting
$5,000 ond care coordination for all the eligible young children and
families in our community

because you believe in providing outreach to families who are
SI,OOO overburdened and under-resourced, such as migrant workers,
kids in foster care, and those who experience language barriers

because you believe our classroom program should have books
$100 and materials that reflect the variety of languages spoken and
cultures represented in our community



LIU€ AUCTION

Planning a big summer blowout? Wish to build up your wine
collection? We got you covered with this fun selection of
wines and local craft beers!

Kulshan - Red Cap Red Ale 6-pack

Kulshan - Jamestreet IPA é6-pack

Kulshan - Shucks on the Beach Helles Bock 6-pack
Kulshan - Patio Promenade IPA é-pack

Kulshan - Premium Lager 12-pack x2

Wander - Litely American Lager 6-pack x2

2017  Michele Chiralo Borolo $118
2019  Mullan Rd Cellars Cabernet Sauvignon $45
2022 Champagne Premier Cru Brut Grande Cuvée $50
2020 L'Ecole No 41 Merlot $27
2021 Ex Umbris Syrah $25
2019 Sebastiani Bourbon Barrel Aged Red Wine $20
2021 Bousquet Organic Malbec $18
2018 Hogue Cabernet Sauvignon $15x 2
2021 The Vincent Board Track Racer Rose $15
2017  Pra Vinera Reserve Chardonnay $12
2020 Casa Santos Lima Red Blend Portgual $12 x 3

Package Value: $515
Donated by: Kulshan Brewery, Wander Brewery, and WCEL

Organize your playroom, pantry, or closet! Includes an initial
one-hour consultation to take specific measurements and
understand your home aesthetic.

All materials (containers, labels, and any other physical
products for the project) are included, with an additional
three hours of labor.

Package Value: $800
Donated by: Stephany Copeland



LIU€ AUCTION

Enjoy an unforgettable evening that combines top-notch
entertainment, a luxurious stay, and a gourmet dining
experience. Start your night with two (A/B section) tickets to
a 2024-2025 show at the iconic Mount Baker Theatre.
Choose from a variety of performances that promise to
captivate and delight. After the show, unwind with a one-
night stay in a stylish studio room at the Hotel Leo.

To complete your perfect night out, savor a delicious meal
with a $100 gift card to Carnal. Treat yourself to a night of
culture, luxury, and culinary delight in beautiful Bellingham!

Restrictions: Hotel Leo is valid on stays Sunday-Thursday
through June 1, 2025

Package Value: $525
Donated by: MTB, Hotel Leo, and Carnal

Love having a beautiful garden but want someone else to
keep it that way? Let Lindsey McGuirk of Weeding Between
the Vines do the work! Her hands-on, detailed care will tidy-
up your garden so you can enjoy its natural beauty. To add a
touch of charm and ambiance, the package also includes a
LightKkeeper Lantern and a Sensory Garden Planter, perfect
for your yard, deck, or porch!

As an added bonus, enjoy a $50 gift card from the Garden
Spot. Use it to purchase plants, tools, or any other garden
essentials to make your garden truly unique and beautiful.

Package Value: $300

Donated By: Lindsey McGuirk, Sue Blackadar, and Allsop Garden



THANR YOU

Thank you to the following individuals that helped make
this event possible!

€UENT TeAM
Ella Sherburne
Erin Malone
Christine Biernacki

Christine Wasserman

€UENT SUPPORT
Abraham Sosa

Amber Icay-Creelman
Andrés Sierra

Andy Wheeler

Anne Moore

Cathy Graffuis

Darcie Donegan
Elliott Sherburne

Four Points by Sheraton
Harpreet Kaur

Heidi Sechrengost
Helena Schilling

lan Moore

Jasmine Brar

Jason Taylor

Imanat Kang
Josh Darroch
Laith Mahmud

Sierra James

Jessica Staten
Leslie Spurrier
Lisa McConnell
Mae Gagnon
Manca Vallum
Michael Haycock
Moani Nacion
OhSnap! Photobooth
Remy Styrkowicz
Sue Blackadar
Steve Moore
Swil Kanim
Whatcom Sound
WWU AKPsi



THANR YOU

Thank you to our generous donors!

Allsop Garden

Antler Bakery

Anytime Fitness

Avenue Bread

Bagelry

Bellingham Bells

Bellingham Blazers
Bellingham Training & Tennis Club
Ben Mann

BSO - Bellingham Symphony
Orchestra

Carnal

Christine Biernacki

Chrysalis Inn and Spa
Chuckanut Bay Cheesecake
Coconut Kennys

Community Boating Center
Costco

Cruisin Coffee

Cute But Crazy Socks

Dancing Dana Carr
Daylight Properties
Elements Hot Yoga
Elizabeth Station

Final Touch Auto Spa
Flatstick Pub

Four Points by Sheraton
Garden Spot

Good Games Publishing
Haggen

Holland Cruise America
Hotel Leo

Ideall

Insomnia Cookies

Iron Rooster Bakery

lt's The Sweet Things
Janell Sutherland

JD Elite Fitness

Jennifer Enger

Katie Clark



THANR YOU

Thank you to our generous donors!

Kulshan Brewery

Lindsey McGuirk

Lululemon

Matrix Acupuncture & Wellness
Meaghan McGovern
Mount Baker Ski Area
Mount Baker Theatre

Move in Flow Motion

Neko Cat Cafe

Northwest Washington Fair
Otherside Bagels

Paloma Book Club
Pickford Film Center

Posh Little Designs

REE

Pure Bliss

Renee Myers Globe
Rhiannon Raaka

Sean Borrell

Stephany Copeland

Still Life Float and Massage
Stones Throw

Sue Blackadar

The Body Mechanic

The Co-op

The Filling Station

Third Planet

Tony's Coffee

Training Grounds

Twin Sisters Brewing Company
Upfront Theater

Veritas Massage

Village Books & Paper Dreams
VITAL Climbing Club

Wander Brewery

Willowbrook Manor

X. Tattoo

Yolanda



